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DISCONTINUANCE OF SPECIFIC QUALITATIVE MYCOTOXIN TEST KITS 
 

 
1. PURPOSE 
 

This Program Notice informs interested parties and mycotoxin test kit manufacturers that 
the Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS) of the Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) will be discontinuing the use of qualitative 
mycotoxin test kits that received Certificates of Conformance under FGIS criteria 
released in 1989.  In March 2004, GIPSA established a new program for verifying the 
performance of qualitative mycotoxin test kits.  All current Certificates of Conformance 
based on old performance criteria (1989) for qualitative mycotoxin test kits will expire on 
September 30, 2006. 

 
2. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 This action is effective immediately. 

 
3. BACKGROUND 

 
Since 1989, GIPSA's Technical Services Division (TSD) has provided Certificates of 
Conformance to manufacture’s for qualitative test kits to screen for the presence of 
mycotoxins in grain when these kits meet the FGIS criteria.  These kits were consistent 
with the needs of GIPSA in providing analysis of grain for official inspection.     
 
GIPSA has established a new program for verifying the performance of qualitative rapid 
test kits for detecting mycotoxins in grains and oilseeds.  FGIS Directive 9181.2, 
“Performance Verification of Qualitative Mycotoxin and Biotech Rapid Test Kits”, was 
released on March 29, 2004.  The updated criteria allow manufacturers to develop kits 
that perform accurately using new and existing technologies, thereby improving service 
to the grain industry.  All qualitative test kits submitted to GIPSA and approved for 
evaluation will be evaluated under FGIS Directive 9181.2. 
 
All qualitative test kits currently holding a Certificate of Conformance and evaluated 
under the criteria released in 1989 will expire on September 30, 2006.  For information 
on receiving a Certificate of Performance under the new verification program, refer to the 
directive located on the GIPSA website at http://www.usda.gov/gipsa/reference-
library/directives/directives.htm.   
 
 



4. QUESTIONS 
 

Direct questions concerning test performance specifications for qualitative mycotoxin test 
kits to Lynn Polston, TSD, at (816) 891-0444; or e-mail at Lynn.A.Polston@usda.gov. 
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Technical Services Division 
 


